
National Signing Day(s) 2018   
The first Wednesday in February has traditionally been the date high 
school football recruits across the nation fax their signed letters of 
intent to the college of their choice. However, for the class of 2018, the 
NCAA instituted an early signing period where recruits could officially 
sign in December. No one knew how the December signing would go. 
Would only a few signatures trickle in? Or would an overworked fax 
machine need paper and toner refills? It turned out to be the former. 

The Early Signing Period – “December is the New February” 
The 7th year Zips coach said the new signing day is a game-changer.  
“I believe it’s gonna change everything,” said Bowden. “Going into this 
year, we really didn’t know how it was going to play out. We thought 
maybe the Power 5 programs would sign only a portion of their class, 
and then the mid-major programs could work on recruiting the kids 
that held off. But what we found out is the Power 5 got most, if not all 
of their twenty-five recruits by December. The Power 5’s spent January 
working on their 2019 classes.

Next year, now that the high school kids have figured it out and the 
colleges have figured it out, I see Akron also having the bulk of its 
class signed in December. We’ll keep a few scholarships available for 
February for those kids that might have qualified late, but the bulk of 
the class will be signed in December. 

December will become ‘February,’ and the first Wednesday in February 
(the traditional signing day) will become a pretty non-interesting day.  
There might be a couple of superstars that wait it out, but they’ll be  
the exception.”

Local recruiting 
“When I took over here, the previous two seasons were 1-11, 1-11. 
And the one before that was a three-win season. Then we go 1-11. 
Sometimes, the local kids know too much about you. They wanna go 
where they can win. So Akron football was a really tough sell locally, 
early on.” 

“I feel that, since we won the bowl game three years ago, and now 
have won the division championship and went back to a bowl, we’ve 
been able to step into the local high schools and get the players we 
really want. We’re definitely getting a volume of interest, and a caliber 
of local recruit that would never have considered us in the past. 
Especially in Summit, Stark and Portage counties. It’s been another 
outstanding year for us getting a lot of talented local kids to come to 
Akron. I really believe in getting local players, and more-importantly, 
the best local players…they’ve got to be good enough ball players to 
help us win.” Is having local talent really the key to being a successful 
MAC program? “Listen,” says Bowden. “If you’re going to win a MAC 
championship, you’re going to be playing meaningful games at night,  
in November. If you’re a good high school player in Ohio, you know  
how to win playoff games on Friday nights in November. These Ohio 
kids know how to go out in the cold, and in the snow, and play their 
biggest games of their season. They’re kids that we want. The more  
I’m here, the more I see that.”

Another benefit is increased local interest. “With the local kids, you 
also start filling the stands with people from their near-by home towns, 
their families and friends…I think that’s also an important benefit of 
the local talent. That’s good for your program,” said the Coach. “Our 
main recruiting areas include Akron, Canton, Cleveland, Youngstown, 
and Pittsburgh. Some might not consider Pittsburgh local, but it’s only 
another 40 minutes-or-so further away than Cleveland. It’s closer than 
Columbus, and a lot closer than Cincinnati. And they play some good 
football there. So Western PA is important to us. A state like Florida 
is obviously also really important to our program. We’ve had a lot of 
success recruiting there, and have made a lot of great inroads at the 
high schools.”

Blue-shirting’s Impact on the Blue and Gold 
Blue shirting allows a player who’s never taken an official (paid) visit,  
or had a home visit from the staff, to show up on the first day of 
practice and potentially be awarded a scholarship. What’s unique  
about the blue shirt is the scholarship is applied to the following 
year’s class. Often a blue shirt is a heralded player who was dropped 
by another program due to late test scores/class work, or eligibility 
paperwork that didn’t make it through the NCAA clearinghouse until 
too late. It also applies to the local player who has a good familiarity 
with the Program and didn’t feel the need to go through the “official” 
recruiting process. As long as the official “recruiting clock” has yet to 
start, blue shirting has been a recruiting option. But that all changed  
a few months ago. 

“We took full advantage of the last year you could blue shirt a player.” 
said Coach Bowden, noting that after August 31st of 2017, the NCAA 
eliminated the blue shirt.

The December “Class of 2018” Zips consisted of nine blue shirts, a 
few grey shirts, two Junior College transfers and the remainder being 
traditional high school recruits. The class was finalized in February,  
and all-combined consists of 25 new players.

The University of Akron Class of 2018  
Coach Bowden offered his thoughts on each player.

Abraham Alce―“Great story. He’s a six foot one, two hundred fifty 
pound running back He played on a great high school team that lost 
in the state championship game. He’s just a big back that can run. We 
(Coach Eric Hickson – now at Kansas State) recruited him heavily, early-
on. You know we really didn’t think he’d be available past December. 
But when he decided he didn’t want to play on the defensive side of the 
ball, we got back into the picture.  He had a lot of offers to ‘mid-Power 
5’ type schools. We’re really excited to have him.”

Gavin Blunt―The Zips added a do-it-all player from Aurora in Gavin 
Blunt. “I love Gavin,” exclaimed the Coach. “He’s one of those guys 
that I don’t think had a lot of offers, but (in high school) he played 
everything. He was a wide receiver, kicker, punter, kick-off returner, 
outside linebacker…he punt-returned…his head coach said Gavin was 
one of the best all-around athletes he’s ever had.” With all these  
various skills, where does Gavin fit in with the Zips? “We need some 
big, physical receivers. You can’t get enough of these kinds of guys.  
He reminds me a lot of D’Orazio”

Daishawn Brimage―Says Bowden regarding a recruit the Zips valued 
so highly they offered him as a Sophomore - “Daishawn’s a 215 pound 
wide receiver who’s only going to get bigger. He’s one of those physical 
guys that can go up and catch the football in a crowd. If you look 
around this conference, everybody’s got a big, thick wide receiver. You 
know his brother (DeAndre) plays for us,” said Bowden. “He had other 
offers, but because his brother played here we had the inside track of 
him. Overall, we’ve gotten some great players from (Akron) East.  
Coach Hayes (a UA defensive lineman in the early 2000’s) has done a 
great job there.” 

Reggie Corner Jr.―Reggie decided to follow in his father’s footsteps 
and join the Zips. Reggie Sr. played for the Zips in the early 2000’s  
under Lee Owens, and then played a few seasons for the NFL’s Buffalo 
Bills. “You know, Reggie’s another guy that’s just a football player. He 
lists as a safety, but the great thing about him is he can play in the  
box. You know, when you gotta take a linebacker out to get in your 
nickel package (5 DB’s) and put a safety up on the line, if they run the 
ball you need a guy that can tackle. That’s Reggie. He’s 195 pounds as  
a freshman. He’s physical, loves to tackle and has good football 
instincts. His clearing house stuff got delayed, so we held him out last 
fall. But he’s ready to go this spring.”  

Devanier Floyd―Joining Akron East high school teammate Daishawn 
Brimage in this year’s class is Devanier Floyd. “He’s a 10.8 hundred 
meter guy who’s 220 pounds. He’s a weight room nut…he’s strong…he 
represents a little more physical, bigger back than we’ve been able to get 
to this point. And he can run. We’re really pleased that he chose Akron.”

Vince Fonte―“Vince Fonte could have gone to any MAC team he 
wanted. He’s a kid we were on hard,” says Bowden. “Brian Reinke is 
from Copley, new Coach Marcus Wattley played at Copley. We have 
a lot of ties to Copley and have a good relationship with the school.  
Vince is an outstanding player, has outstanding character and is an 
outstanding student. He’s exactly what we need when we talk about 
getting the best linemen from this area. You don’t win in the MAC 
without really good offensive linemen, and a quality local kid like 
Vince…he’s the kind of player you want.”

Speaking on the offensive line in general, Bowden added “We had to 
go heavy on the offensive line with this recruiting class. We lost two 
starters (Letuli and Ericksen) and have three coming back. But we 
just haven’t had the depth we need. It’s funny…when you take over a 

program, the offensive line is the hardest position to recruit because 
there’s such a limited number of guys that can play at the Division 1 
level. Finding that combination of height, weight, size and agility is hard 
to do. And it’s even harder to get enough of ‘em. The freshman and 
transfers we have coming in will all be in the mix for playing time. We’ll 
need these new guys getting game reps so we have the quality depth 
we need at the position.”

RJ Kelly―Toughness is the first word that came to mind when 
describing RJ Kelly, the offensive lineman from Akron Hoban. “Tough, 
tough kid. Good student. He got looks from a lot of Power 5 schools. 
But when it came down to choosing between MAC-level programs I 
think Coach Boykin did a great job convincing him to come to Akron. He 
and Fonte…those are the two local linemen we were after, and they’re 
absolutely huge for us.”

Bryce Peterson―JUCO transfer offensive lineman Bryce Peterson, 
presently on campus, will have 3 years to play for the Zips. “A former 
Zips’ strength coach/grad assistant had a connection to Bryce,” said 
Bowden. “He was a qualifier out of high school, but wanted to get 
bigger. He’s about 285 pounds right now, so he still needs to get a 
little bigger. We’re looking for him to help us at the center and guard 
positions.”

Ben Phillis―“Like I mentioned before, we consider schools within a two-
hour drive ‘local.’ Ben is from Washington PA, just outside of Pittsburgh. 
He was recruited by Coach Woodford. He’s tall…6’ 5”, and that size 
is what we’re looking for at the tackle position. We’ve gotten several 
impact players from that area. Boxen, Guiser and Featherstone are a 
couple off the top of my head. We don’t want to miss any kids within 
that two-hour radius.”

Devin Jordan―The Zips feel they found a talented, young offensive 
lineman with a lot of upside in Dillard High’s Devin Jordan. “Devin’s 
a kid we picked up late. He’s a 6’ 5” 310 pounder who got a late start 
playing football. He was a really good basketball player until his junior 
season when he decided to focus on football. Devin was 255 lbs. prior 
to his senior year, so he’s recently gained over 50 lbs. He’s another kid 
that’s got that combination of size and range that you want at the 
tackle position. We’re very very pleased he decided to join the Zips.”

Rich Hall―The Zips bolstered an already very deep secondary with 
the addition of Pompano Beach Florida’s Rich Hall, who’s already on 
campus.  On Hall, Bowden says “He’s from Miami and graduated in 
December. He’s looked really, really good in our winter conditioning 
drills. He’s 6’ 1” 180 pounds and has great length and range. I’d say 
he’s going to be an impact player, but we’re really stacked at the safety 
position this year. Alvin Davis and Featherstone are back, and we have 
Jordan George too. Rich Hall is going to fit right in, whether he’s a 
starter or he’s backing someone up. We’re really pleased with what we 
have at the safety position this upcoming season.”

Jalen Hooks―The Zips nabbed a wide receiver/free safety from Warren 
Ohio in Jalen Hooks (he’s presently listed as a WR/FS, but will likely 
end up on the defensive side of the ball). On Jalen, Coach Bowden said 
“Jalen is a good looking free safety. He’s 6‘ 2” and 185 pounds. He’ll 
graduate in May and be with us in the summer. He’s a guy that, when 
we saw him play, we said ‘That’s the kind of player we need to compete 
for Championships in this conference.’ Those bigger safety’s like Hall 
and Hooks…their size makes all the difference in the world.”

Treon Sibley―Speed is the primary attribute that pops out when 
discussing Coventry HS recruit Treon Sibley. “We’re looking at Tre as a 
wide receiver. He’s one of those guys that’s really fast. He’s in that 10.8 
range for the 100 meters. When you get anyone below that 11.0 level, 
you’re getting someone with elite-level speed. He’s not a small guy 
either. He’s around 6’ 1”, with a nice catch radius. We’re very excited to 
have him.”

Keyondre White―The Zips staff felt the need to develop a bigger, more 
physical presence at the running back position. Keyondre White fits the 
bill. “At 231 lbs, Keyondre is a big guy. We haven’t signed a big back like 
that since we’ve been here. Now we’ve got Devanier Floyd, Abraham 
Alce and Keyondre. He enrolled early, and I can’t wait to watch him in 
the spring. He looks a little heavy right now, but I don’t want him to 
lose any weight until we see how he runs. He runs real low, and carries 
a big punch. He’s got enough speed to break a long one, but he’s also a 
punishing runner. If he can’t run around a safety, he can run over him.”

MJ McGriff―“MJ is a guy that we recruited heavily out of high school, 
but who ended up signing with Illinois,” says the Coach. “It didn’t work 
out there, so he transferred here. Of all the high school wide receiver 
tape we watched, he’s the player that comes closest to JoJo Natson. 
He’s been on the Akron campus since the fall, and is expected to be 
good-to-go for spring practices.”

Landon Forman―At first glance Landon Forman appears to be another 
Zips Miami-area recruit. And he is…except he’s from Miami Oklahoma. 
Listed at 6’ 5”, 280 lbs., he’ll graduate from Northeast Oklahoma A&M 
Junior College in the spring, and join the Zips in the summer. Says 
Bowden “He should step in and compete for a starting job right away.” 
At Northeast Oklahoma A&M Forman was a teammate of present-day 
Zip Nick Johns.” 

Eric Bentley―“Eric is local, a 6’ 1” 250 lb. defensive lineman from St V. 
He was a gray shirt last year. He paid his own way last semester and 
took nine credit hours at Akron. He’s on scholarship now. We’re very 
happy to have him.”

Maverick Wolfley―“Maverick…I’m real excited about him. I had some 
friends from West Virginia call me up and tell me he was looking to 
transfer, and I said ‘I’ll take him.’ He graduated from Morgantown 
HS, where I went to school. His dad played for the Mountaineers in 
the late 80’s and his uncle Craig played for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
so he has a great football background. He’s been in Akron since last 
September. Since he graduated HS early and transferred to us before 
the 2017 season started, he’s still considered a freshman and will be a 
Zip for four full seasons. He’s about 6’ 2”, 258 lbs. He played linebacker, 
but also played the “H” (hybrid fullback/tight-end). With Newman 
Williams, Kobie and Maverick, it really gives us a lot of punch at the 
that position.”

Additional Mentions 
Shedro (pronounced Sed-ro) Lewis and Tim Scippio are two wide 
receivers expected to join the Zips in the summer.

Adetutu Daranijo, from Florida’s Saint Thomas Aquinas will be a part 
of the 2019 recruiting class. He was one of the leaders on Aquinas, 
starting at inside linebacker sophomore. That says a lot, as they’re one 
of the premier programs not only in Florida, but the nation. As a senior 
he started at safety, a position he’ll also play for the Zips. He’s a former 
teammate of Alvin Davis and Deltron Sands. “You don’t want to sign a 
gray shirt unless you think he’s better than what you could otherwise 
get next year. I think Adetutu will be a steal for us.”

Six Years of Growth 
Bowden takes pride in what his staff and players have been able to 
build at Akron, and is openly excited about taking the program to the 
“next level.”

“In the early days we needed to take a lot of transfers. Guys like Rodney 
Coe, Jamal Marcus, Se’Von Pittman they were big time players that got 
us over the hump. But that’s a temporary thing. You can’t build your 
program on transfers. We may still get one grad transfer here-or-there 
to fill an immediate hole, but the high schools are where you want to 
go.” We really need to build off what these 2017 seniors accomplished. 
They’re the guys that bought into our program after three consecutive 
1-11 seasons. Heck, my first year here Kent State was playing for the 
conference championship. Now we’ve beaten them 3 years in a row. 
This year we go 5-1 at InfoCision and 6-2 in the conference. We won 
the Eastern Division and played for the Conference championship. We 
went to a bowl game for the second time in three years. We’ve really 
come a long way. We’ve hit every one of our goals, except winning 
the conference championship. That’s the ‘next level,’ and we need to 
challenge ourselves and our players to reach it.”
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Local recruiting is paying off with players like East High’s Daishawn and DeAndre (above) Brimage


